Writers' Workshop; 2017, Semester 2


Final Exam Instructions & Expectations
Name: 






Due: 







Final Exam, Part I: a portfolio of your work
· Present your work in a website format. 

· Recommended: Weebly (http://www.weebly.com) because it’s free, it’s public, it doesn’t require you to have ads, and your teacher is familiar with it and thereby fully able to help you
· Want to go rogue (little to no help available from your instructor)? Some possible sites to expolore:  Wix (http://www.wix.com), Google sites (https://sites.google.com), or Webs (http://www.webs.com)
· All pieces in your portfolio should share a theme, which should be indicated by the title of your website.
· Some themes students have used in the past: the four seasons, seven deadly sins, courses of a meal, genres of literature, genres of films, types of flowers...
· Avoid broad, common, and/or trite themes such as love, birth/death, family/friends, God, cars, books… 
· Deciding on a theme can be tricky. A suggestion—decide on your theme BEFORE you start your site. Maybe lay out all your work thus far and see if a theme emerges (there also may be pieces you can’t use or must change because they don’t fit the theme—you’ll also likely need to add pieces to round out your portfolio and fill in any gaps that might exist.)
· Your web portfolio should contain some major assignments from the semester in their polished form.  

· Polished form means you’ll want to edit them, likely using any feedback you received from your teacher/classmates since turning in your work—don’t simply upload them to the site without editing

· Should you opt to use the magazine-cut-out poems, you’re welcome to upload an image of the work(s)

· If you want to create video for one of your works, like a poem, you can certainly include that

· New pieces, created from scratch or adjusted from your journal, must also be included. 

· A minimum of 1/3rd of your portfolio should be new works. It is recommended that you have someone (a classmate? Mr. Koestler in the ERC? An English-savy friend/sibling/parent?) edit your work prior to putting it online
· Each web portfolio must consist of at least 4 different genres, and show how versital you are as a writer. 

· Only 1/2 of the pieces can be from the same genre of writing. (Example: 1/2 creative nonfiction and 1/2 three other genres  —OR—  1/3rd poetry, 1/3rd fiction, and 1/3rd miscelanious genres)

· The five genres include: poetry, fiction, creative nonfiction (like personal narratives), serious nonfiction (such as reviews or an expanded journal), and drama (for instance, your radio play)—all other ‘genres’ are really sub-genres
· Your web portfolio must include at least 10 works and be long enough to show your growth as a writer. (Honor’s option students must have a minimum of 20 works.)
· 10 (20 for honor’s option) is a minimum: reaching the minimum will earn you a ‘B’ at best, and that is assuming that all other componants are solidly completed
· Each web portfolio needs a table of contents on the homepage/sidebar linking to individual/groups of pieces.

· All web portfolios should have an “author’s biography” page.
· Illustrations, designs, and/or formats that add to your work are encouraged. (They should be your own images or ones available in the public domain.)
· All web portfolios should have a “self evaluation” page.
· This should be the last page listed and linked on your table of contents page/sidebar.
· The questions you must answer in your evaluation are listed on back of this form. 

Portfolios will be graded on the above critera, as well as appearance, “flow”, apparent effort, and throughness. 

When it comes time to turn in your portfolio, you will simply add your ‘url’ address to an online form shared by Lyke.
Some student examples from 2014 & 2010
(Note: student examples listed here did not all earn ‘As’. Each one has some fantastic elements, but each also contains flaws and/or misses some of the required critera.)

· Tori’s: http://armedwiththeabstract.weebly.com/
· Laurie’s: http://composersworkshop.weebly.com/
· Josh’s: http://jdhill92.wix.com/totallybossportfolio
· Domonique’s: http://domoniquehengel.wix.com/lifes-flowers
· Keenan’s: https://sites.google.com/site/kbsevenc
Self-Evaluation Questions for your Portfolio
Answer the following questions directly, honestly, and as completely as you can. Each answer should be organized well; should contain specific examples, reasons, etc.; and should be approximately one solid paragraph long (so 6 paragraphs total).  Use as a basis for this evaluation the work that you have produced this semester.

1. What do you consider your best work this semester?  Why do you consider it your best work?

2. What specific skills do you feel you’ve honed (or at least developed)? Choose specific examples from your best work (words, phrases, establishment of tone or mood, for example) to illustrate these skills in writing.

3. Explain, in detail, the process you used for creating this portfolio.

4. What are your weaknesses as a writer?  Provide examples from your works.

5. In what area of writing do you feel you have made the most improvement on this semester?  How did that happen?

6. What grade do you feel you have earned this semester?  Why, specifically?

Final Exam, Part II: presentation of materials
On the day of finals or during the few days prior, you will present material from your web portfolio. You should plan to share: 

· For 4-5 minutes
· How you came upon your theme/title, why you chose the colors/layout/etc., and how it’s organized
· A few short work(s) or a section of a longer work that has not already been shared with the class
· Anything you deem unique to your site (possibly from your About the Author section or your Self-eval page)
You will be graded on your preparedness, presentation length, and ability to attentively listen to classmates while they present. 
