Writers Workshop: Mind Benders…
The Polished Piece
Your completed Mind Benders should serve you well as an inspiration at different points during the semester. For now, however, your task is to create a “polished piece” that is based on one (or more) of your original Mind Bender responses. 
Example—

You may write a story that combines a plot idea from the list of 10 things you wish to do before you die, a character who has one of those odd little habits, and your story may be set in one of those interestingly named locations. 

Here are your constraints…

1. Your polished Mind Bender must be double-spaced and typed. It must follow MLA rules for layout. (Poetry doesn’t need to be double spaced.)
2. Your polished Mind Bender must be at least 2½ pages in length. 

3. Your polished Mind Bender must be appropriate to be shared (and it WILL be shared) with your classmates. 

4. It must be ready on time. 
5. You must do, and then turn in with your piece, the two “Getting Started” questions below.

Genre possibilities…

· A narrative
· A short, short, short story

· A long poem (or a series of short ones)

· A speech

· A non-fiction article

· A short, one-act play
· ? ? ?
DUE DATE: 






NUMBER OF COPIES NEEDED: 


Getting Started…

Answer on the back of this handout or on loose-leaf paper…

1. What were your 4 favorite ideas from your 15 responses?
2. What are 4 possible ideas for polished pieces that stem from these 15 responses?
