Articles about Writing
Reflections Papers for Writer’s Workshop

Due Dates:
Friday, March 10, 2017

Article Reflection A




Friday: March 31, 2017

Article Reflection B (& Honors Extra #1)


Friday: April 28, 2017

Article Reflection C 

Friday: May 26, 2017

Article Reflection D (& Honors Extra #2)


Each reflection paper is worth 15 points.
The Assignment:

Over the course of a quarter you need to find two (honors option students: three) professionally written articles that discuss how to write. Then, write about each of the articles following the guidelines below. 
Some possible topics you may read about include, but are not limited to, the following: creating great characters, writing lyrical poetry, scripting for television, professional blogging, writing for children, how to get over writers block, finding inspiration, writing creative non-fiction, etc.
Finding Resources: 

Magazines, such as Writer’s Digest, may be checked out from the classroom. You may also locate similar magazines at the library or at bookstores.  In addition, a chapter from a book about writing may be substituted for a magazine article, such as a chapter from Stephen King’s book On Writing. Online publications/podcasts may be used, but must first be approved by me prior using them. The exceptions to these are the websites and podcasts noted on the subsequent pages. 
Formatting & Layout: 

Each reflection paper must follow the MLA requirements (see Purdue OWL online for help), which includes citations and formatting. 
Each reflection paper should be one to two, double-spaced, typed pages.
At the top of each reflection paper (in the upper left corner) the following must be listed:
· Title of the magazine/book/website/podcast (italicized)

· Publishing date of the magazine/book/post/airing
· Title of the article/chapter/episode (in quotation marks)

· Author’s name

· Page numbers (when applicable)
The reflection paper must contain the following:

· First paragraph—a basic summary of the article (mention all key points)

· Second and third (and optional fourth) paragraphs—your reaction to the article and how it will impact your future writings. (What is valuable to you? What from this article did you already know? How can you use the information? Does the article give you ideas for a future project? How does the article support/contradict what has been learned in the course? Etc.)
Anita B. Writing

Writer’s Workshop: Hour 3

 February 14, 2017

Article about Writing A

Magazine: 
Writer’s Digest
Published: 
January/February 2007

Article Title: 
“Going Global”

Author:
Jodi Picoult

Pages: 

34-35


Salem Falls, Picture Perfect, My Sister’s Keeper: these are only a few of my favorite novels, and all of them are by the same author—Jodi Picoult. In “Going Global”, Picoult leaves her novel writing momentarily to tell the readers of Writer’s Digest what it is like to have books published across the globe. Picoult explains that her books, although some have been best sellers in the US, are even bigger sellers in Australia and England. She talks about what it feels like to travel to foreign lands and see her novels with translated titles, and cover photography more fitting to their unique culture. In addition, Picoult goes on to explain that books that sell in the US, are not books that necessarily sell well in other countries: for instance, she claims that Canada and European countries prefer more “depth” than the average North American reader. She concludes her article by discussing her celebrity status when she travels abroad, which she doesn’t get in her homeland—and she jokes that she should move, in order to be admired daily by fans. 


In reading this article, it is clear that Picoult’s status as a writer varies from place to place. This is comforting to me, as a writer, because it tells me that when I write a piece some may love it while others may not like it at all. There are times, often, when having my writing reviewed by others, one may really enjoy a specific element and another may hate that exact same excerpt. To know that someone with Picoult’s talent experiences this same trend, albeit on a grander scale, is comforting. 


In addition, I found Picoult’s article refreshing in the fact that she is a celebrity in other countries. Here in the US there are few writers who could be recognized on the street or in an elevator by the average citizen (Stephen King is the only writer who comes to my mind). Yet, Picoult claims that in other countries she cannot turn a corner without being recognized. As a writer, witnessing America’s decreasing interest in literature, it is nice to know that there are still people out there reading: even if they are in another country. 
Name:
Article:

Article about Writing: Teacher Checklist

	Article (or book chapter) read was pulled from a recommended source which meets all requirements
	/1

	All required article/chapter information is included (title of chapter/article, title of magazine/book, date, author/editor, pages)
	/1

	Paragraphs accumulatively create 1-2 pages of text
	/1

	Follows MLA layout & citation requirements (double spaced, typed, 12-point font, correctly formatted page number & header [on page 1 only], etc.)
	/1

	No/very few MUGS errors are made
	/3

	The first paragraph(s) is/are a basic summary of the article/chapter (all key points highlighted here)
	/3

	The second paragraph(s) is/are the student’s detailed reaction to the article (addresses specifically how these skills will enhance his/her own writing or why these skills don’t apply to student’s own skillset/ focus/goals )
	/5

	Total Points Earned =            /15


